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U.S.

U.S. Indicts Alleged Terror Financier
With Ties to American Food Producer
Kassim Tajideen accused of helping fund Hezbollah

Authorities allege that Kassim Tajideen, a Lebanese businessman, helped fund Hezbollah, the Shiite militant group. PHOTO:
MOHAMMAD ZAATARI/ASSOCIATED PRESS

By ROB BARRY and CHRISTOPHER S. STEWART
Updated March 24, 2017 4:47 p.m. ET
Federal authorities indicted an alleged terror financier whose family businesses
engaged in commodity deals for years with an iconic American food producer.
In a criminal case filed in a Washington, D.C., federal court, authorities alleged that
Kassim Tajideen, a Lebanese businessman, helped fund Hezbollah, the Shiite militant
group.
The charges against Mr. Tajideen are part of a U.S. investigation into his relationship
with Kansas-based food producer Seaboard Corp., people familiar with the probe said.
A lawyer for Mr. Tajideen, Chibli Mallat, denied the charges, saying that “a connection to
terrorist activities are unfounded.” He said Mr. Tajideen “is a self-made businessman
and is opposed to terrorism and any politically motivated violence.”
The 62-year-old Mr. Tajideen, who was arrested this month in Morocco, previously has
denied any involvement with Hezbollah. “I’m 100% sure I didn’t do anything wrong,” he
said in an interview with the Journal last year. “I have nothing to do with any terrorist
group.”
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Terror Finance Abroad Touches Thanksgiving at Home

A page-one Wall Street Journal
article in November found
companies tied to Mr. Tajideen did
millions of dollars in business with
Seaboard in the years after the U.S.

Treasury added him to the terror blacklist in 2009.
It is illegal for U.S. companies to do business with entities on the blacklist. Companies
are responsible for seeing past middlemen, corporate shells and newly formed firms to
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spot links with entities on the list.
The Justice Department is investigating whether Seaboard tried to mask wheat-flour
sales to firms tied to Mr. Tajideen, according to people familiar with the matter.
Federal authorities aren’t expected to file any charges against Seaboard at this time, and
there is no allegation that the food producer—best known for its Butterball turkeys—did
anything wrong.
Seaboard declined to comment, as did the Justice Department.
In its investigation into ties between Mr. Tajideen and Seaboard, U.S. agents are seeking
to determine whether the American firm continued to do business with the Mr. Tajideen
and two of his brothers after they were designated as Hezbollah financiers, and whether
the company used middlemen to evade detection, people familiar with the matter have
said.
Authorities are examining,
among other things, details of
a 2012 meeting between a man
described by investigators as a
Hezbollah financier and a
Seaboard executive at a New
York City hotel, these people
have said.
Seaboard has said it wasn’t
aware of any such meeting. In
Kassim Tajideen at his office in Beirut. PHOTO: HUSSEN TAJIDEEN

Dec. 16, 2010, the company
issued a staff directive
advising that business

dealings with Tajideen family members or firms on the terror list would be illegal,
according to an email reviewed by the Journal.
On Friday, federal prosecutors charged Mr. Tajideen with multiple felony counts,
including evading terrorism sanctions and conspiring to launder money. Prosecutors
said his activities date back to at least July 2013 and have continued despite efforts to
stop him. The U.S. said it would seek an unspecified amount in forfeiture from Mr.
Tajideen.
“Kassim Tajideen posed a direct threat to safety and stability around the world,” said
Raymond Donovan, the Drug Enforcement Administration’s Special Agent in Charge.
“Tajideen acted as a key source of funds for their global terror network.”
The two brothers were added to the government’s terrorist blacklist in 2010 for
allegedly funneling millions of dollars to Hezbollah and running “cover companies” for
the group in Africa. They haven’t been criminally charged.
Hezbollah, which also is a political party in Lebanon that provides social services, has
been designated a terror group since 1995 for allegedly carrying out kidnappings and
bombings that killed hundreds of Americans. The group has denied U.S. allegations that
it is involved in widespread drug trafficking and money laundering.
Mr. Tajideen’s indictment comes after a decadelong effort by investigators at the DEA
and others to disrupt Hezbollah’s global money-laundering and drug-trafficking
operations, thought to have brought the group hundreds of millions of dollars over the
years. Multiple arrests have been made around the globe in what investigators dubbed
Project Cassandra.
Investigators view the Lebanese businessman and his brothers as important pieces in
the group’s finances.
Mr. Tajideen, also known as “Big Haj,” has built a multibillion-dollar network of foodtrading companies and real-estate holdings in Lebanon. He and his brothers run
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businesses in the Middle East and in Africa, where the family has dominated markets for
food products including poultry and rice, according to investigators.
After Mr. Tajideen and his brothers were put on the terror blacklist, the Journal detailed
in its November article, they created new corporate entities—a move that could hide
their business relationships with U.S. companies, according to corporate records, court
documents and interviews.
Treasury officials can take months or years to catch up with commercial enterprises
that are renamed or newly formed by blacklisted people, a former Treasury official said.
The investigators allege that Mr. Tajideen completed at least 47 wire transfers, totaling
about $27 million, to parties in the U.S. since July 2013, and about $10 million in cargo,
including thousands of tons of frozen poultry, shipped from U.S. ports to companies tied
to him in Africa.
After he was blacklisted, Mr. Tajideen created new companies and misrepresented his
ownership in others, allowing him to continue buying products from American firms,
prosecutors allege.
The Journal detailed in its November article continued business relations between Mr.
Tajideen’s firms and U.S. companies after he was added to the blacklist.
Write to Rob Barry at rob.barry@wsj.com and Christopher S. Stewart at
christopher.stewart@wsj.com
Appeared in the Mar. 25, 2017, print edition as 'Alleged Terror Financier Indicted.'
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