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MARKETS

Michael Flynn Told Business Associate
Russia Sanctions Would Be ‘Ripped Up,’
Whistleblower Says
Lawmaker’s letter details whistleblower’s account of former national security adviser’s text message to
ex-colleague

Former national security adviser Michael Flynn in Washington on Dec. 1. PHOTO: JONATHAN ERNST/REUTERS

By Rob Barry and Christopher S. Stewart
Updated Dec. 7, 2017 10:12 a.m. ET
Former national security adviser Michael Flynn, who pleaded guilty last week to lying
to the FBI about his conversation with a Russian diplomat, told an American
businessman that U.S. sanctions on Russia would be “ripped up” under the Trump
administration, a whistleblower told a congressman.
Mr. Flynn sent a text message to a former colleague on Inauguration Day saying a
nuclear-power project they were both once involved in was now “good to go,”
according to the person who was described as a whistleblower in a letter Wednesday
from Rep. Elijah E. Cummings (D., Md.).
Ripping up sanctions, Mr. Flynn then told his former business associate Alex Copson,
would allow “money to start flowing into the project,” according to Mr. Cummings’s
account of the whistleblower’s claims, raising the question of whether Mr. Flynn
sought to manipulate U.S. policy for the financial benefit of his former business
associates.
In his letter, Mr. Cummings asked the chairman of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee, Republican Rep. Trey Gowdy of South Carolina, to
subpoena the White House and companies associated with Mr. Flynn for documents
related to the deal. The committee is investigating Mr. Flynn’s relationship with the
companies involved in the deal.
The account of the whistleblower, whose identity wasn’t disclosed, draws further
attention to Mr. Flynn’s involvement in the multibillion-dollar project, which aimed to
build dozens of nuclear reactors across the Middle East. Before joining the White
House, Mr. Flynn, a retired lieutenant general, had advised some of the U.S. companies
involved in the plan as a consultant.
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Mr. Flynn has
disclosed a
relationship
with several
companies
involved in the
project, which
billed by its
backers as the
“Marshall Plan
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for the Middle East” and had involved Russian interests.
In his guilty plea earlier this month in a Washington federal court, Mr. Flynn admitted
that he misled FBI agents about a series of calls he had last December with Russian
Ambassador Sergey Kislyak about sanctions imposed on Russia by the Obama
administration and about a United Nations resolution critical of Israel. Mr. Flynn also
said he was cooperating with the special counsel’s probe of Russian meddling in the
2016 election. Mr. Flynn was forced to resign in February for misleading White House
oﬃcials about those conversations.

A lawyer for Mr. Flynn didn’t immediately respond to a request for comment.
Mr. Copson, his business associate, complained to the whistleblower that sanctions put
in place during the Obama administration had “f— everything up in my nuclear deal,”
the whistleblower said.
The whistleblower contacted the oﬃce of Mr. Cummings in June after feeling “duty
bound” as a citizen to disclose what had been witnessed months earlier, according to
Mr. Cummings’s letter.
A spokesman for Mr. Copson’s company, ACU Strategic Partners, said no one from
the company had been in touch with Mr. Flynn during the transition or his tenure
as national security adviser.
Mr. Copson confirmed he paid expenses for Mr. Flynn’s 2015 trip to the Middle East on
behalf of the company, the letter said.
The letter said Mr. Copson told the whistleblower that Mr. Flynn had directed him
through text messages to contact his colleagues and “let them know to put things in
place.”
The whistleblower said the message came in on Jan. 20 at 12:11 p.m., during which time
Mr. Flynn was attending President Donald Trump’s inauguration in Washington.
Last week, The Wall Street Journal reported that Mr. Flynn had pushed the nuclearpower plan during the transition and even once while working in the White House.
Days after taking oﬃce, he directed a staﬀer to take a memo from his former colleagues
describing the plan and create an oﬃcial memo from the president authorizing the
government to start working on it.

MORE
Franken Under Pressure to Resign

National Security Council lawyers soon directed Mr.
Flynn’s staﬀ to stop working on the plan. There is no
indication that Mr. Trump ever saw the document or
discussed the deal.

The White House didn’t immediately respond to a request for comment about the
whistleblower’s claims.
A White House spokesman said last week in response to the questions about the
nuclear project that “the White House and National Security Council have rigorous
processes in place to ensure that all outside proposals are thoroughly evaluated for
their potential legal and policy implications.”
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Appeared in the December 7, 2017, print edition as 'Flynn Message on Sanctions Is
Disclosed.'
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